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amazing archaeological discoveries are 
frequently made that prove the roots of 
the Jewish people are in Israel. 

Earlier this month a Hebrew Univer-
sity archaeological team unearthed an 
unprecedented impression of a royal 
seal of King Hezekiah from the First 
Temple period. This marks the first 
time that a seal impression of an 
Israelite or Judean king has ever been 
discovered, and it proves that not only 
is Israel the religious center for Jews, 
but it is their ancestral and historic 
homeland. 

I want to thank the Ir David Founda-
tion’s Director of International Affairs, 
Ze’ev Orenstein, for sharing this and 
many other amazing discoveries with 
me. I look forward to visiting the city 
of David in the near future to see first-
hand the rich history of the Jewish 
people. 
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REFLECTIONS ON LEGISLATIVE 
ACTIVITY OF 2015 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is hard 
to believe that my first year in Con-
gress has gone by so quickly. 2016 is 
just around the corner, and 1 year ago 
the folks of the 12th District of Georgia 
gave me the greatest honor of my life. 

This year, the House took steps to 
strengthen our national security, re-
peal regulatory overreach, and restore 
local control. 

With my support, Congress passed 
and the President signed legislation 
that reformed our education system, 
repealed the sustainable growth rate 
formula, and provided critical funding 
for our troops. 

The House passed key homeland se-
curity legislation to establish a robust 
vetting system for refugees and re-
formed the Visa Waiver Program to en-
sure the safety of the American people. 

Going into 2016, it is my hope that we 
can scale back the presence of Wash-
ington even more by gutting 
ObamaCare and providing relief for the 
American people from more burden-
some EPA regulations. 

When I came to Congress, national 
security, job growth, and the economy 
were my main priorities. I will head 
into 2016 with the same goals of cre-
ating jobs, growing this economy, and 
keeping the American people safe. 

It has been an honor to serve the 
folks of the 12th District of Georgia. I 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
safe and prosperous New Year. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE AND 
SACRIFICE OF THE UNITED 
STATES MILITARY 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, my 
first task, a wonderful task, is to wish 

all the men and women of the United 
States military a happy holiday. For 
your unselfishness in putting on the 
uniform, without question, standing in 
the gap, protecting the American peo-
ple, we thank you, we thank your fami-
lies, and we are greatly appreciative. 

We ask you to be safe during this hol-
iday season as you put yourself on the 
front lines of defense. 
RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF THE UNITED 

STATES CAPITOL POLICE AND PRIVATE FIRST 
CLASS THOMAS WISSEMAN 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Let me also rise 

today, Mr. Speaker, to thank the 
United States Capitol Police, founded 
in 1828. We know how vital they were 
during the tragedy, horrific incident of 
9/11, and, certainly, in 1998. 

I come in contact with them every 
day, but I rise today to particularly 
thank an officer and a gentleman. Over 
the years, after initially greeting each 
other every day, the greeting became a 
genuine friendship of respect and kind-
ness, and even a joke or two. 

I am honored today to recognize one 
of our first responders, Capitol Police 
Private First Class Tommy Wisseman. 
Officer Wisseman exemplifies a model 
officer who takes his job very seri-
ously, but finds the time to get to 
know Members of Congress on a more 
personal level. 

Officer Wisseman has given the Cap-
itol Police 29 years of service, all 29 at 
the Capitol building. He has worked 
every Presidential inauguration since 
1989; was the lead officer for the con-
struction of the Capitol Visitor Center; 
one of the head trainers for the Capitol 
Visitor Center officers; received mul-
tiple awards and citations. 

He is the father of four daughters, 
and married to a lovely wife, who is 
with the Capitol Police. 

Let me thank him and salute him as 
I salute all of the police. 

Mr. Speaker, since 1828, the United States 
Capitol Police have provided protection for our 
Congress, ensuring a safe and open environ-
ment to facilitate the legislative process and 
the security of Congressional Members, staff 
and employees, and visitors and members of 
the public. This protection was magnified in 
1998 when a shooter entered the Capitol kill-
ing Officer Gibson and Officer Chestnut who 
was protecting Majority Whip Tom DeLay and 
also in 2001 during the 9–11 attacks when our 
men and women in uniform literally moved our 
leadership and Members of Congress to safe 
havens away from the Capitol. We are grateful 
to all of them and the more than 2000 sworn 
and civilian employees who serve and protect 
the Congress. 

As Members of Congress, we come in con-
tact with Capitol Police every day and in the 
course of our days on this campus and years 
in Congress we get to know many of them on 
a first name basis. That is the case with an of-
ficer and a gentleman I have gotten to know 
and which started initially from just a simple 
greeting to each other. Over the years that ini-
tial greeting has evolved into a genuine friend-
ship of respect and kindness and even a joke 
or two. I am honored today to recognize one 
of our first responders, Capitol Police, Private 
First Class Thomas Wisseman. Officer 

Wisseman exemplifies a model officer who 
takes his job very seriously, but finds the time 
to get to know Members of Congress on a 
more personal level. 

Officer Wisseman has given the Capitol Po-
lice 29 years of service—all 29 at the Capitol 
Building. He has worked every Presidential In-
augural since 1989, was the lead officer for 
the construction of the Capitol Visitors Center, 
one of the head trainers for Capitol Visitor 
Center officers, and has received multiple 
awards and citations for his leadership and 
tenure of service. He is the proud father of 
four daughters and is married to his lovely 
wife Amber who is also a Capitol Police officer 
here at the Capitol. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to recognize 
our first responders and men and women in 
uniform today. Officer Wissemann is an exam-
ple of the dedicated men and women in uni-
form. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KATKO). The Chair will recognize Mem-
bers for Special Order speeches without 
prejudice to the possible resumption of 
legislative business. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF MRS. REVA MAE JENNINGS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WOODALL) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the time. 

At 1:00 today, back home in Georgia, 
we are going to lay to rest Reva Mae 
Jennings. 

Reva Jennings is an institution in 
my part of the world, Mr. Speaker. 
This photo here, you can see, is in the 
midst of a parade. She helped to found 
the Republican Party in Forsyth Coun-
ty back when it could meet in a tele-
phone booth. She used to say that she 
never minded being the only one who 
was right in a room. 

From the moment I decided to pursue 
this position, Mr. Speaker, Reva has 
been a fixture by my side. She passed 
away a week ago in a traffic accident. 

She graduated from the University of 
North Carolina, Mr. Speaker. And even 
though she was passionate about Geor-
gia, she was passionate about her Tar 
Heels. If I had a Tar Heel blue suit, I 
would have worn it down here to the 
floor today in tribute to her. 

She defined her life by passion, Mr. 
Speaker. She has had every leadership 
position you can imagine in the Repub-
lican Party in our part of the world; 
president of the Georgia Federation of 
Republican Women, Mr. Speaker. She 
earned the title of Republican Woman 
of the Year. She traveled as a delegate 
from Georgia to the Republican Na-
tional Convention. 

She believed in our community. She 
believed in our party. She believed in 
America. 
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